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When the Flame Dies

Libretto: Roger Morris

Singers:
Eurydice (soprano)
Princess (mezzo)
Loved One (countertenor)
Orpheus (tenor)
Poet (baritone)

Ensemble:
flute (db picc/afl)
clarinet (db bcl)
horn
trumpet
percussion (1 player: timp, bass drum,
toms x 4, glockenspiel, vibraphone)
typewriter (to be performed
by a member of the ensemble)
harp
piano
violin 1
violin 2
viola
cello
double bass

Electronics (electroacoustic dream sequence;
vocal treatments)

duration: 60’






This score may be revised - June 2012

The Poet must choose between his love and his books before the candle
flame flickers and dies. Will he bring back his dead lover from the Underworld,
or choose art, creativity, and immortal fame?

He is visited by a mysterious woman called the Princess. She says there is
one way for the Poet to be re-united with his dead love — through Death and
with the help of the Underworld. The Princess offers the Poet opium. He falls
asleep and begins to dream of the Underworld.

The legend of Orpheus is retold. The Poet wakes. He blames Orpheus for
causing Eurydice’s death. They argue violently. In despair the Poet summons
the Princess again. The Underworld invades the Poet’s study. The Poet
emerges from a trance as the figure of his loved one appears.

‘When the Flame Dies’ imagines a moment in the life of French poet, novelist,
artist and filmmaker Jean Cocteau and characters from his film ‘Orphée’
(1950) in a fast-paced human drama. Featuring five singers who act as both
lead characters and chorus, an orchestra of 12, plus an electroacoustic
sequence and audio treatments. In the concert version, with video by Will
Reynolds, the electronic sounds complement Reynolds’s video and evoke
transgression between life and death.

edhughes.org.uk

edhughescomposer@gmail.com
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AMPLIFIED TYPEWRITER
[Played by a member of the ensemble]

RIGHT HAND

[5 Toms: High; Mid 2; Mid 1; Low 2; Low 1]
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This burn-ing can-dle keeps your love a-live. ~ When the flame dies you must de - cide. Love or fame.
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But the flame still burns, This choice__ may yet be o-verturned. We must  turn a-wayfrom the past.
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DURING THE DREAM SEQUENCE THERE IS AN ELECTROACOUSTIC

THE POET'S DREAM IS PROJECTED ON THE AREA OF THE MIRROR.
ORPHEUS APPEARS. HE LOOKS STRAIGHT OUT OF THE MIRROR
THE POET STIRS AND APPROACHES ORPHEUS IN WONDER.

PRINCESS STROKES ORPHEUS'S ARM IN WELCOME.
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